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Conference 0n Reconstruction Documents Major 0bstacles
PABIS, France - The first international con- that have an effect on alt dimension olference on the reconstruction of Armenia com- reconstruction.

pleted its work on December 6' 1989 in Paris' The discussions arso rnade it clear that givenDuring three days of deliberations, over thirty m" 
""op, 

or *Jonut*"tion work, it was neces_speakers presented reports and anaylsis o1 sa-ry io-con""-iiJ'or *ost aspects of that pro_various aspects ot.the reconstruction in tf
area of Armenia affecred by the 

"".*,qr"x" 
li ::i:,$#T"?"i$ff;Tiilf ;ffi;r:l t"

Pl*l?".l.rnug.. tn rhe closing session devoled to economic
I ne deliberations of the conlerence made it issues, AcaOern'ician Aganbegyan presented aclearthatreconstructionisfacingmajorobsta- lecture on the potential for Armenia,s ecg_cles, and that only a small portion of the nomic developmlnt.planned activities have been realized. To over- The problem ol economic development o,come obstacles, the region needs increased nrruniu,-u^J eJpeciaily the role of foreignresources, befler management of available capital anct technology, were the subject oi aresources; coordination of efforts and organi- special *rnin". oig"nized by the Zoryan lnsti-zation of information..irarr 

..Th^ c^4h^..^,.^ . tute on December T, l ggg in Faris fotiowing rheThe conference' entitled "The Earthquake in conierence- Economists and other specialistsArrnenia: One Year Later" was convened i;;;;i",-lrnro", France, traty, rhe Uni_jointly by the USSR Academy ot Sciences' t"J si"i", ,,ij irlr"o* began a debare on aCommission on the Reconstruction ol Arme- dralt proposal from lhe government of Arms.nia and the Zoryan lnstitute ot cambridge, MA. nia 
",i 

tl ! tn*oru-ti""r and practicar aspects olAcademician Abel Aganbegyan, chairman o[ ,n" -il ri i^,linli'on",resources in Armenia'sthe Commission, headed a lons lisr of scienr- ;;;;;;; ;;;;i;;."rr, rhe participanrs con_ists and specialists from Armenia, Moscow, sidered the sessiln the start of a process thatFrance, ltaly, Switzerland, Germany, Canada must be institutionalized.
and the United States in presenting critical,.., . .t;;r;;;;; _iO" ,, the ciose ot rhe confer_anarvsis or the current efTorts'iis weu as pro- 

"";;:t#1m,*i;;" e";o-*", 
"n-",rr"r""r,n"posals and projections for lhe future.

Mr. Bernard Kouchner. French secrerary or iltli, :Hffi:g ;:,tli" 'iJ*X [:fiXl:stateforHumanitarianAf{airsjoinedDr'Agan- would publish the proceedings of the conler-'begyan and Zoryan France's President, Pro- ence in the shortesl trrne possible. ln additionfessor of Law and Attorney catherine to papers p**ni"o and the discussions thalKessedjian to open the meeting. tn an etoquent fof ioil"Oltt"-*f r*" *trf in"iuO"l rr*-,nr.y r,and signilicant statement, Mr. Kouchner dis- topics-debated and recommendations macte,cussed the inevitable link between humanitar
ian and por iticar action "aJir'","'J;;;; il:L:'"L"jf"ii.iil:ffi : j:[';:il:fi:_on the needsof peoplein theearthquakedisas- . tion procesl.
ter area. The conferenqe, which will become an

",,'In""1ilil;::::lti:"iiff ?:Jl3ffi :,:f*';l,l,li:,#;ti;[*w":ff#::,#*""th::
e,forts, housing, medicat and psycholosicat Si;i;;.;;; ;;;;;;;r"" was also rhe occasionissues' sociologicar and poriticar dimension, ror the rerease of a new pubrication producedemployment and ecological aspects and eco- by the.zory"n inrlitrte, The lnternotianal Bul-nomic reconstruction.

A number of problems critical lor the recon 
leltn Jor lhe Reconstruclton and Deuelopment o1

struction were debared intensery: tne rocarieri im:rl:::ffi:":T'E":'*j:eussB and

of new cities; parltcularly Leninakan; tem$or- Thii lirst. 
.international 

conlerence was
aryversuspermanenthousing;ecological con- l.inanced by donations from private sources,siderations versus employment needs; the including a maior grant lrom the brothers
usef ulness of f ree economic zones versus stow Souren, 

-Hralr 
anO Kourken Sarkissian.

introduction ol non-socialist lorms of owner- At the conclusron of lhe conference, leams
ship and production; the role of Western coun- f rom the Academy ol Sciences Commission ontries and ol the Armenian diaspora, Reconslruction and the Zoryan lnstilute,
specifically, the impact of the Azerbaijanr headed respectrvety by A.caCemrcran Abel
blockades; the problems posed by the two- Aganbegyan and Dr.Gerard Libarrdran startedyear rebuilding plan introduced in January discussrtns on the second annual conlerence
1989 by the USSR governmental commission which is scheduled to convene rn Moscow andon reconstruction; and the problems of yerevan rn December lgg0.
bureaucratic decision-making and corruplion


